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The Smith & Wesson M&P Goes .45ACP
Enhanced ergonomics, ambidextrous 

controls, proven safety features – what 
more could you want from a polymer 
pistol? How about one chambered in the 
powerful .45ACP cartridge? Done.

With the popularity of the M&P 
Pistol Series growing in both the law 
enforcement and sporting goods sectors, 
it only made sense that the next member 
of the M&P Family be chambered in 
.45ACP.  Introduced at this year’s SHOT 
Show, the M&P45 is the latest addition 
to the company’s growing M&P Series of 
advanced design polymer pistols. 

Joining the family of full-size and 
compact models, the M&P45 incorporates 
the same performance and enhancement 

features as the other pistols with a few 
new exceptions. Initially available in 
several configurations for law enforcement 
professionals, the polymer-framed sidearm 
will be offered with a traditional black 
frame or in a dark earth brown frame. The 
M&P45 will be manufactured with all the 
design features found on the current M&P 
pistols with the addition of an optional 
external safety.  As with the entire M&P 
Series of pistols, the M&P45 is made in 
the United States and is well suited for 
professional use or for personal protection. 
      The ambidextrous, frame-mounted 
thumb safety acts as a passive safety 
device allowing the slide to be pulled 
toward the rear, clearing the firearm 

without disengaging the safety.  This 
1911-style safety provides a firm rest for 
the user’s thumb in the shooting position 
while answering the need of those who 
prefer a manual safety. Another feature 
available on the M&P45 is the specially 
designed take down tool that includes 
a lanyard attachment.  Each version of 
the M&P45 meets the needs of working 
professional and recreational shooters 
through its ambidextrous controls and 
reliable safety features.

Specifications
Both versions of the M&P45 are 

manufactured with a Zytel® polymer 
frame reinforced with a rigid stainless 
steel chassis and a through-hardened 
black Melonite® finished stainless steel 
barrel and slide. These striker-fire action 
pistols feature a passive trigger safety to 
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Coming this April, the West Point 
Academy will look to defend its title 
at the 2007 Joint Service Academy 
Weapons Competition in Springfield, 
Massachusetts.  This year’s 
competition marks the third year that 
the prestigious event has been held at 

Smith & Wesson to Host Joint Service 
Academy Weapons Competition

the Smith & Wesson Academy.  
Featuring over 60 of the 

nation’s most accomplished 
shooters representing the West 
Point Academy, the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy and the U.S. 
Naval Academy, this one-of-a-
kind event is designed to push 
competitors to their limits.  The 
two-day competition scheduled for 
April 21-22, will test each cadet’s 
endurance and concentration as 
they compete in ten-man teams 
through a variety of unique 
stages.  Competing with pistols, 

shotguns and carbine rifles, each team 
will demonstrate their skills through 
ten courses of fire modified to meet 
military requirements and equipment.

“We are very excited to be hosting 

continued on page 3

Smith & Wesson M&P45 Dark Earth Brown Finish

2006 Competition, Shotgun Course
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The Academy Welcomes Paul Smith
The 

Roll Call 
would like 
to be among 
the first to 
officially 
welcome 
Paul Smith 
to his new 
position 
as Law 
Enforcement 
Field Trainer 
at the Smith 

& Wesson Academy.  Smith first started 
with Smith & Wesson in August 2006 
where he served as a Field Instructor for 
several armorers and firearms courses.  
During his time as Field Instructor, Smith 
helped with the course development and 
implementation of the M&P product line 
while assisting in instructor workshops and 
various special weapons training classes. 

Before joining Smith & Wesson, Smith 
spent six months working independently 

in the industry as a firearms trainer and 
consultant for Jackson MS BATF Weapons 
Task Force concerning maintenance 
and equipment. Prior to his role with the 
BATF, Smith worked at Blackwater USA 
where he was responsible for the design, 
development, sales and installation of target 
systems along with integrated training 
requirements to federal, state and local law 
enforcement agencies. 

A graduate of Mississippi College, 
Smith’s spent eight years working with 
the Mississippi Bureau of Narcotics from 
October 1994 to December 2002. While 
with the agency, Smith was involved 
in several high profile investigations, 
extensive informant pools and sophisticated 
surveillance techniques. Before transitioning 
to Blackwater USA, Smith spent three years 
at Glock, Inc. as a Firearms Instructor.

“Smith & Wesson has always been a 
leader in innovation and craftsmanship,” 
said Smith. “It is a true all American 
company and I’m excited to be a member of 
such a great team.”

Recertification is required every 4 
years for all active Smith & Wesson 
Armorers who attend a basic Revolver 
and/or Pistol Repair program. 

To register for courses above or for 
information call Barbara Grissom at 
413-846-6461 or go online at www.
smith-wesson.com (Education & 
Training, Training Courses/Law 
Enforcement).

INSTRUCTOR RECERTIFICATION POLICY
    We often have requests to recertify the credentials of Smith 
& Wesson Academy Trained Firearms Instructors by means 
other than the Firearms Instructor Update and Recertification 
course, which was designed for that purpose.
    Our policy is for every other 3 year period the recertification 
may be obtained with any 5 day instructor level firearms 
course. So, at least every 6 years the Firearms Instructor 
Update and Recertification course must be taken.   
    As always, the staff at Smith & Wesson Academy urges you 
to take at least one training course per year to broaden your 
training experience as much as possible.

Joint Service Academy Weapons Competition
Continued from page 1

in the nation, the 
Smith & Wesson 
Academy is well 
suited for this event 
and we continue 
to hear from past 

competitors on how 
enjoyable the event has 
become. We look forward 

to having members from each 
of three academies here in 
April and to expanding our 
partnerships with each team.”

For more information on 
the Joint Service Weapons 
Competition, contact the Smith 
& Wesson Academy at (413) 
846-6461.

this competition once 
again at the Smith & 
Wesson Academy,” said 
Ernest Langdon, Director 
of Law Enforcement 
and Military Sales for 
Smith & Wesson. “As 
one of the premier training facilities 

Armorer’s Courses
M&P Pistol  Feb 26
M&P Rifle   Mar 12-13
Revolver Recertification May 14-16
Pistol Recertification May 17-18
Revolver   Jun 20-22
Pistol   Jun 25-27
SW99   Jun 28
Double Action Only  Jul 17-18

Tactical and Special Courses
M&P Pistol Tactical 
   Familiarization  Feb 27-28
Tactical Pistol  Mar 12-16
M&P Rifle Tactical 
   Familiarization  Mar 14-16
ISDS Protecting America’s
  Mass Transportation Systems
  from Terrorism  Mar 21-23
ISDS Counter Terrorism &
  Security for Mega Events Mar 26-27
ISDS Protecting America’s
  Shopping Malls & Retail
  Businesses from Terrorism Mar 28-30
ISDS Suicide Bombers May 9-11
ISDS VIP/Exec Protection May 14-18
ISDS Protecting America’s
   Critical Infrastructure May 21-25

Instructor Courses
PPCT Defensive Tactics Inst Mar 5-9
Tactical Instructor  Mar 26-30
Concealed Carry Handgun Inst Apr 11-13
Instinctive Point Shooting Inst Apr 16-17
Officer Down Rescue Apr 23
Firearms Instr Update/Recert Apr 23-27
Pistol Instructor  Apr 30-May 4
Tactical Scoped Rifle May 7-11
Tactical Methods of Vehicle
   Stops Instructor  May 15-17
L.E. Patrol Rifle Instructor May 21-25
Handcuffing Instructor May 30-31
CT Blue Card  Jun 6
Firearms Instructor  Jun 18-29

STUDENTS MAY ALSO ATTEND A SMITH & 
WESSON ARMORERS FIELD SCHOOL IN 

THEIR REGION TO “RECERTIFY.”

Paul Smith
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Special Programs Available at the 
Smith & Wesson Academy  

Tactical Scoped Rifle
This course was designed to develop and 

enhance the skills of the assigned tactical 
observer/marksman in law enforcement, armed 
security, corrections, military law enforcement 
and other armed professionals. Date: May 7-11, 
2007; Tuition $900.

Handcuffing Instructor
Handcuffing techniques are the center point 

for many assaults on officers and much litigation 
concerning the use of force. This course is 
designed to give the instructor the necessary 
background to conduct a comprehensive 
handcuffing program for his or her agency. 
Date: May 30-31, 2007; Tuition $325.

Concealed Carry Handgun 
Instructor

Recent trends in techniques for carrying 
concealed handguns present challenges for the 
instructor.  Officers that are not trained in the 
use of the handgun as actually carried present 
a liability for the agency, but range safety must 
be maintained during training.  This course 
will acquaint the instructor with safe drawing 
techniques from various popular holster 
types not normally permitted in a training 
environment.  It is intended for practicing 
firearms instructors. Date: April 11-13, 2007; 
Tuition $650.

prevent the pistol from firing if dropped 
and a sear release lever that eliminates 
the need to press the trigger in order to 
disassemble the firearm. The full-size 
pistols also feature an ambidextrous slide 
stop and a reversible magazine release, 
as well as an enlarged trigger guard 
designed to accommodate gloves. 

Featuring one of the smallest grip 
sizes available on any .45 ACP pistol, 
the M&P45 benefits from the addition 
of three interchangeable Palmswell 
grips. This standard feature allows the 
user to customize the grip size to their 
preference. The M&P45 pistols utilize 
a steel, dovetail mount front sight and 
a steel, Novak® Lo-Mount carry rear 
sight on top of the 4.5-inch barrel. 
Tritium sights are also available for low 
light conditions. Underneath the frame, 
a universal Picatinny-style equipment 
rail has been incorporated for tactical 
lights and lasers. The polymer pistol 
measures 8.05-inches in total length and 
has an empty weight of 29.6 ounces. The 
full-size pistols will ship with a 10+1 
capacity magazine, with an option for 
14+1 capacity.

Continued from page 1

Smith & Wesson M&P45 Black Frame

In January, the Smith & Wesson 
Academy began taking the M&P support 
courses on the road. While these courses 
will still be available in Springfield at 
the Academy, Smith & Wesson will 
also offer these courses remotely. 
We hope this will allow departments 
and agencies who may be feeling the 
budget belt tightening to better afford 
quality training by cutting down on 
travel expenses. Smith & Wesson’s Law 
Enforcement Field Training Group will 
be offering M&P Pistol Armorers and 
Tactical Familiarization Courses along 
with M&P15 Armorers and Urban Rifle 
Familiarization Courses at local police 
departments, regional law enforcement 
training centers and at law enforcement 
distributors across the country.

The M&P Pistol Armorers Course 
will be a one-day course covering 
nomenclature, field stripping, 
maintenance, troubleshooting, minor 
repairs, safeties and safety checks plus 
detailed disassembly.

The M&P Pistol Tactical 
Familiarization Course will be offered 
in a two-day and a three-day format.  
The course will cover various methods 
available to LE Firearms Instructors to 
aid in transitioning their prospective 
departments/units from their current duty 
pistol to an M&P pistol.

M&P Courses Hit The Road
The M&P15 Armorers Course will be 

a two-day course covering nomenclature, 
field stripping, maintenance, 
troubleshooting, minor repairs, 
safeties and safety checks plus detailed 
disassembly of both the upper and lower 
receivers. While this course emphasizes 
the M&P product line, the information 
will cover all mil-spec M4 based systems.

The M&P Urban Rifle Familiarization 
Course will be a three-day course 
covering various methods available 
to officers/operators to provide their 
prospective departments up to date urban 
rifle/carbine techniques.

These courses can be taken 
individually, or you can take them 
together, ultimately giving you more 
bang for your training buck.  If you 
are interested in attending one or more 
of these courses, please check out our 
website at www.smith-wesson.com for a 
detailed description, including cost and 
equipment requirements.

Also, if your agency or training center 
would like to host any if these courses, 
please contact your Regional Manager 
or the Smith & Wesson Academy.  
Information about the Regional 
Manager in your area along with contact 
information is available on the web at 
www.smith-wesson.com. Click on the  
law enforcement tab.



Armorers Field Schools 
and Firearms Training
—Call a contact listed below for an  
application.

2007 Armorers Training

Columbus, GA
Lt. Jack Long (706) 225-4118
 –Pistols   Jul 24-26
 –M&P Pistols  Jul 27

Spokane, WA
Deputy Dave Ellis (509) 477-3290
 –Pistols   Aug 28-30

Morton, IL
Morton Police Department
Officer Shane Watts (309) 266-6666
 –Pistols   Oct 16-18 

London, OH
Ohio Peace Office Training Academy
Tactical Training Center
Hope Stout, Registrar (740) 845-2703
 –Pistols   Nov 13-15
 –M&P Pistols  Nov 16 

Fort Worth, TX
Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office
Sgt. Jeff Thomas (817) 531-7636
 –Pistols   Dec 4-6

2008 Armorers Training

Wellston, MO
St. Louis Co. & Municipal Police Academy
Becky Murphy (314) 889-8600
 –Revolvers   Jan 9-11
 –Pistols    Jan 14-16

2007 Firearms Training

St. Louis, MO
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
Lt. Ron Conway (314) 444-8478
 –Firearms Instructor Update/
   Recertification  Apr 30-May 4
  (MO POST Certification Pending)

St. Louis, MO
St. Louis Co. & Municipal Police Academy 
Becky Murphy (314) 889-8600
 –Law Enforcement Patrol
   Rifle Instructor  Aug 27-31
  (MO POST Certified)

Full course descriptions are available on our 
webpage at www.smith-wesson.com. Click 
on Education & Training and then on Training 
Courses.
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Do You Have a Story?

Smith & Wesson Academy 
is looking for your story. Did 
a particular course provide 
you with new, important 
information? Did the training 
program provide you with the 
tools to make the right  
decisions on the job? 

If you have a story about 
the S&W Academy to share 
please call or email. 

 
S&W Academy Newsletter  
Matt Rice 
matt@blueheroncomm.com

P. O. Box 2208 • 2100 Roosevelt Avenue
Springfield, MA 01102-2208
P. O. Box 2208 • 2100 Roosevelt Avenue
Springfield, MA 01102-2208
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